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Message from the Dean 
This year, Hampton University updated our strategic plan to focus on Character, Culture, and 

Community. We’re proud to highlight our alumni, faculty, staff, and student accomplishments 

towards these goals in this newsletter. 

We also reflect these goals in our current vision statement: 

“Hampton University School of Pharmacy shall increase the 

representation of culturally competent African-Americans and 

Hispanics in the pharmacy profession and have a significant impact on 

the health-care needs of the local community. To this end, the School 

will contribute to the goals of Healthy People 2020, which include, 

achieve health equity, eliminate disparities, and improve the health 

of all groups.”  

Dr. Anand Iyer, Professor and Dean, School of Pharmacy 

Contact information 
 

Kittrell Hall 

Hampton University  

Hampton, VA 23668 

757.727.5071 (phone)  

(M-F 8 AM - 5 PM) 

E-mail address for our alumni: HUSOPALUMNI@Hamptonu.edu. 

Find us at: 

School of Pharmacy Website     http://pharm.hamptonu.edu 

LinkedIn http://tinyurl.com/y7wtkbmz 

Medication Information Website http://tinyurl.com/y7ywgy7b 

Facebook alumni page (unofficial) http://tinyurl.com/y96o45tu 

 

https://webmail.hamptonu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=B7rlsH-wzzQ1EmGnqlOvq3SPlSZ52WMtfVa_2OzYsHfnHaCuSTzWCA..&URL=mailto%3aHUSOPALUMNI%40Hamptonu.edu
http://pharm.hamptonu.edu/
http://tinyurl.com/y7wtkbmz
http://tinyurl.com/y7ywgy7b
http://tinyurl.com/y96o45tu


Alumni & Partners 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

PAID 

Recent Events 
 

Homecoming events celebrating the School’s 20th anniversary. 
 

 

Preceptor’s Conference 
Many thanks to our preceptors, speakers, staff, and students for 

another successful Preceptor's Conference. Special recognition to 

Ms. Hardy and Ms. Selena Williams-Nobles for all their effort to 

make this happen. 

 



 

 

Spotlight 

Costco highlights one of our alumni, Dr. Vernon Rankin, in their advertising. 

The face of Costco Pharmacy! Please send the highlights you’d like to share to 

Ron Lyon at ronald.lyon@hamptonu.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts of Experience, Time, and Money 

Hampton University Center for Medication Management (HUCMM) 
The School continues to build the HUCMM with its focus on helping pharmacists develop 

medication therapy management (MTM) practices, then assess and promote their value. We 

recently secured space for the HUCMM in the Biomedical Research II building. Please consider 

supporting our upcoming efforts that include providing a residency training program, telehealth 

capabilities, and staff support as we continue to grow. You may contribute to these efforts with a 

gift through the Annual Fund (https://secure.hamptonu.edu/development/).  Please make sure to 

direct your contributions to the campaign for the School of Pharmacy. 

 

Thank you to Dr. June Javier for speaking at our “First 

Impressions” Seminar. An event organized by Women with 

Doctorate Degrees, Rho Chi and SNPhA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://secure.hamptonu.edu/development/


Cindy Williams, VSHP President-elect, visited the Hampton 

University School of Pharmacy and provided a VSHP update to 

students. 

 

 

Faculty and staff 

New Hires 

Dr. Khalida Omar Amini 
Assistant Professor, Pharmacy Practice 

Dr. Tiana N. Johnson 
Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice, School of Pharmacy 

Dr. Syed A. A. Rizvi 
 

Dr. Justin Cole Wilder 

Assistant Professor, Pharmacy Practice 

Dr. Juan Sebastian Yakisich 

Assistant Professor, Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Grants 

Hampton University Pharmacy School Professor Receives $1,269,500 
Grant for Pulmonary Fibrosis 
 

Neelam Azad, Chairperson and Associate Professor for the Hampton 

University Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, received her second 

independent investigator award from the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH). The grant is titled, “Targeting Lipogenic and Angiogenic Mediators 

in Pulmonary Fibrosis,” and is a follow up to her previous grant in 

2011. The period of funding is from July 2018 to May 2022, with a first-

year funding amount of $343,000, and for a total funding amount of 

$1,269,500 over the next four years. 

“Congratulations to Dr. Azad on her very deserving grant award,” said 

Hampton University President Dr. William R. Harvey. “We are very proud 

of her and are excited to see our professors receiving awards, and serving as great mentors for 

our hardworking Hampton University students.” 

 

Pulmonary fibrosis is a progressive and usually fatal disease of the lung. Approximately, 130,000 

people in the United States and five million people worldwide suffer from this disease, and the 

http://news.hamptonu.edu/release/Hampton-University-Pharmacy-School-Professor-Receives-$1,269,500-Grant-for-Pulmonary-Fibrosis


mortality rate among African Americans is twice as that of Caucasians. This grant proposes to 

use a combination of traditional molecular biological techniques, and high-throughput 

Lipidomics and Proteomics approaches to identify novel protein and lipid biomarkers while 

investigating their contribution to pulmonary fibrosis. Also, Dr. Azad will test the potential of 

provisionally patented drugs developed by her group in mitigating disease progression. 

“Due to major challenges in both diagnostic and therapeutic modalities in pulmonary fibrosis, it 

is important to continue investigating novel drug targets that may help achieve viable therapeutic 

outcomes against this incurable disease,” said Dr. Azad, Chairperson and Associate Professor for 

the Hampton University Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences. 

 

Dr. Anand Iyer, Dean of the Hampton University School of Pharmacy who also serves as a 

collaborator on the grant, commends Dr. Azad on her success and leadership. “The Hampton 

University School of Pharmacy has a strong biomedical research infrastructure with multiple 

funded research grants,” said Iyer. “Dr. Azad is an outstanding scientist, and her leadership in 

research has contributed significantly to our fundraising efforts, which is a major priority for the 

School and the University.” 

 

Hampton University School of Pharmacy Receives Funding for Studying Drug Resistance in 

Triple Negative Breast Cancer 

 

Dr. Yogesh Kulkarni, Assistant Professor in the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences at 

Hampton University School of Pharmacy, received an independent investigator award from the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) to study the effect of Poly (ADP-ribose) polymerase (PARP) 

-Inhibitors in Triple Negative Breast Cancer (TNBC).   

 

Of the several subtypes of breast cancers, TNBC is least responsive to treatment and has a much 

worse prognosis as compared to receptor-positive breast cancer. PARP inhibitors are emerging as 

promising therapeutics for the treatment of TNBC. However, acquired resistance to PARP 

inhibitors presents a pervasive barrier to effective treatment and the underlying mechanisms of 

resistance are poorly understood. “This research project is aimed at improving our understanding 

of the molecular mechanisms conferring resistance to PARP inhibitors in TNBC and evaluating 

therapeutic targets aimed at reversing this resistance”, said Dr. Kulkarni.  

 

The grant is funded through August 2021 for a total amount of $444,000. Dr. Neelam Azad, 

Chairperson and Associate Professor in Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences, who serves as a 

co-investigator on the grant said, “Receipt of another investigator-initiated research award further 

strengthens the research capabilities in the Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences. We 

congratulate Dr. Kulkarni on his success and celebrate his accomplishment”.  

Training Minority Pharmacy Students at Hampton University School of Pharmacy in 

Biomedical Research 



 

The Hampton University School of Pharmacy (HUSOP) 

received a multi-year grant from the National Institutes of 

Health/National Heart Lung and Blood Institutes 

(NIH/NHLBI) in 2016 to establish a training initiative that will 

expose underrepresented minority pharmacy students to 

biomedical research, and help increase their participation in 

academic research. The $427,799 grant will extend through 

August 2021. Dr. Anand Iyer, Dean of the School of Pharmacy 

serves as the Principal Investigator (PI), and Dr. Neelam Azad, 

Chairperson and Associate Professor in the Department of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences serves as the co-PI on the grant.  

 

The HU-SPEAR (Summer Pharmacy Experiences in 

Academic Research) program offers a 10-week intensive 

hands-on research-training course to minority students from 

the School of Pharmacy. “The overall goal of this training program is to foster in minority students 

the desire to pursue a future in health-related research following graduation from pharmacy 

school,” said Dr. Azad. 

 

This multi-year program involves both didactic and laboratory components, directed under the 

guidance of faculty mentors both at Hampton and at collaborating institutions, namely West 

Virginia University and Eastern Virginia Medical School (EVMS). In the past two years, twelve 

professional pharmacy students have engaged in paid summer internships in biomedical research 

at various funded labs at HU and EVMS. Seven HU faculty including Dr. Mikhail Bondarev, Dr. 

Yogesh Kulkarni and Dr. Juan Yakisich in the School of Pharmacy have engaged students in their 

research laboratories. The students immensely enjoy the research experience. One of the students, 

Ms. Eboni Funderburk, who participated in the program during both summer 2017 and 2018 

commented in her evaluation, ‘It was a great learning experience that really put me on a different 

path as far as what I really want to do with my pharmacy career. I would recommend this program 

to any pharmacy student that may be struggling with a path in pharmacy as well. Thank you for 

the opportunity’. 

 

The HU-SPEAR program represents an important first step for Hampton University School of 

Pharmacy to train minority students in basic biomedical research. “An increase in researchers from 

underrepresented minorities will not only contribute towards a strong and diverse work force, it 

will also help in tackling important chronic diseases areas such as cardiovascular disease, stroke, 

diabetes and pulmonary disorders that disproportionately afflict minority populations’," said Dr. 

Iyer.  



Awards 
 

Hampton Roads Care Transition Project Wins National Award 
 

Senior Services of Southeastern Virginia (SSSEVA) announced that 

during the opening session of the 42nd Annual Conference of the 

National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a), the Hampton 

Roads Care Transitions Project (HRCTP) was honored with n4a’s 

Aging ACHIEVEMENT Award. 

The Aging Achievement Awards program, supported by WellCare, recognizes Area Agencies on 

Aging and Title VI Native American aging programs that have implemented successful 

initiatives to support older adults, people with disabilities and family caregivers. SSSEVA was 

one of 36 award recipient organizations from around the country. 

The HRCTP is administered by SSSEVA in partnership with Sentara Healthcare, Southampton 

Memorial Hospital, and Hampton University School of Pharmacy. The program aims to improve 

the quality of life for patients over 60 as they transition from the hospital to home. Our 

pharmacist and pharmacy students deliver medication management services in the patient’s 

home. 

 “The real winners are the hundreds of seniors we empowered to recover at home and learn how 

to better care for themselves and remain independent,” said SSSEVA CEO John Skirven. 

Professors of the Year 

 
Drs. Monzurul Roni (in picture on the left, with Dr. Azad) and Cole Wilder 

received Professor of the Year awards for 2018. 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAAVJMjUBmhyFZ1WCFe4TgVlkMxEj-HRyjlA/


 

Appointments 
Governor Northam appoints our very own Patricia Richards-Spruill to the 

Virginia Board of Pharmacy! Mrs. Richards-Spruill, RPh of Suffolk, 

serves as an Assistant Professor, Pharmacy Practice and Director of 

Experiential Education at the Hampton University School of Pharmacy.  

 

 

 

 

 

Publications 

Research articles 
Kaushik, V.; Yakisich, J. S.; Way*, L. F.; Azad, N.; Iyer, A. K. V., Chemoresistance of cancer 

floating cells is independent of their ability to form 3D structures: implications for anticancer 

drug screening. J. Cell Physiol. 2018, In Press. 

Guishard* AF, Yakisich JS, Azad N, Iyer AKV.Translational gap in ongoing clinical trials for 

glioma. J Clin Neurosci. 2018 Jan;47:28-42. doi: 10.1016/j.jocn.2017.10.001. Epub 2017 Oct 21. 

Review. 

 

*Ms Alecia F. Guishard and Ms. Lillian F.  Way were High school students from the Governor’s 

School for Science & Technology and participated in a research training experience during 2016-

2017 and 2017-2018, respectively.  

Book chapters  
Kaushik, V.; Yakisich, J. S.; Azad, N.; Iyer, A. K. V., Alternative Models of Cancer Stem Cells: 

Implications for Translational Oncology. In Frontiers in Stem Cell and Regenerative Medicine 

Research (FSCRMR) Atta-ur-Rahman; Shazia Anjum, Eds. Bentham Science Publishers: 2018; 

Vol. 8, pp 1-54.  

Kaushik, V.; Yakisich, J. S.; Kulkarni, Y.; Azad, N.; Iyer, A. K. V., Chemoresistance of lung 

cancer cells: 2D and 3D in vitro models for drug screening. In Lung Cancer - Latest Strategies 

for Diagnosis and Treatment, Costa Torres, A. F., Ed. IntechOpen: 2018; Vol. In Press. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30191978
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30191978
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30191978
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29066236
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/29066236
https://ebooks.benthamscience.com/book/9781681085890/chapter/164595/
https://ebooks.benthamscience.com/book/9781681085890/chapter/164595/


Presentations 
We presented our findings at the AACP Annual Meeting on PCOA, 

HU competency exam, and practice licensure exam as predictors of 

NAPLEX performance. Kudos to faculty and student members of the 

assessment committee at HUSOP.  

 

Service 

Christmas Angels 
Hampton University School of Pharmacy adopted five angels 

this year to provide Christmas gifts to children ranging from the 

age of 2 – 10 years old. SOP separated into groups of 5 team 

captains; each Captain had a number 6 faculty and staff in their 

groups. Clothes were bought such as pants, shoes, shirts, coats, 

and many toys to fulfill the gift wish of each child. The School of 

Pharmacy was overjoyed to help give back to the community. 

Students 

Awards and Outstanding Achievement 
 

Career Success Star 
The Virginia Department of Education chose Mr. Trae'vis Sumler as 

their 2018 “Career Success Star” Intern Winner! The Virginia 

Department of Education featured Mr. Sumler on their website in 

mid-March. Currently, Mr. Sumler mentors NTC students from 

Pharmacy and other career fields with “Gentlemen in White Coats.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Have a #HeartToHeart 
APhA published an article by a recent graduate, Temitope Oyeleke, 

on pharmacist.com. In this photo, Hampton student pharmacist 

Devin Jarvis conducts blood pressure screenings at a local church 

after an informative presentation about lifestyle changes to manage 

cardiovascular disease. 

 

  

 

Organizations 

Gentlemen in White Coats 
From Crystal Stokes at the Norfolk Technical Center: "I am 

pleased to announce that our “Gentlemen in White Coats” 

Awards ceremony was a huge success! We successfully 

distributed all four $750.00 scholarships to deserving male 

students! Thank YOU to Tracy Small-Johnson for 

representing Hampton University School of Pharmacy to 

share this special night with us. Your dedication to NTC is 

undeniable! NTC Auto Mechanics teacher Mr. Pierre 

Howard represented NTC TEACHERS. During the speech, 

he said THANK YOU to “Gentlemen in White Coats” for 

working with our NTC students for two years! Norfolk Public Schools School Board –Chair Mr. 

Rodney Jordan for represented our great NORFOLK PUBLIC SCHOOLS and sharing with 

“Gentlemen in White Coats” how much NPS appreciates and recognizes their efforts with NTC 

students! He is also a Hampton University graduate!!!" "And I would like to thank YOU ALL 

once again for your support and sharing HUSOP students with me! They wore their HUSOP 

white coats proudly!! I am PROUD to be HUSOP partner!!" 

https://www.pharmacist.com/publications/spm/have-hearttoheart


 

National Community Pharmacist Association 
NCPA presents Glaucoma Awareness: How would Instagram 

appear to a glaucoma patient? Glaucoma is known as “the silent 

thief of sight” where patients can lose up to 40% of their vision 

before they even notice. As the leading cause of blindness in the 

African American community, glaucoma tends to affect our 

people ten years earlier than any other ethnic group. Please be 

sure to encourage your loved ones to schedule a check-up. 

Remember it’s the gift you won’t miss until it’s gone. 

 

 

 

 

It was truly phenomenal to absorb the compounding pearls shared 

with us by Dr. Bindhu Batra from the Professional Compounding 

Centers of America (PCCA) and David Creecy, RPh of Poquoson 

Compounding. It has been an honor to serve as the President of 

the National Community Pharmacist of America this year, and 

look forward to welcoming you all back soon! 

 

 

SNPhA 
The Student National Pharmaceutical Association members of 

Hampton University School of Pharmacy volunteered in a 

community health fair on April 21, 2018, at Shekinah Kingdom 

Church in Chesapeake. The Chesapeake-VA Beach Alumnae 

Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority organized the event. 

 

 

 

 



A Pharmacy Ball was organized by Hampton University Student 

National Pharmaceutical Association on April 7th, 2018 at the 

Student Center Ballroom. The event was attended by a record 

number of guests who enjoyed an evening of dance and music. We 

recognized pharmacy faculty and students by awards during the 

Ball. All proceeds from the Ball will be used to fund a Scholarship 

in memory of former SNPhA member Ms. Kathia Aurelus. 

 

Women With Doctorate Degrees  
On September 27th, the WWDD met with numerous Norfolk Technical Center students from 

Pharmacy to Engineering to kick-off the mentorship program for 

this academic year.  We're looking forward to having some of 

these students join us at the Hampton University School of 

Pharmacy as Pharm.D. candidates shortly. 

 

Fellowships, residencies, and other advanced training 
Please join us in congratulating Danielle Irby for receiving the 

CDC APPE rotation for the class of 2019 

Service 
 

Haiti mission 
The P3 students supported Dr. Tiana Johnson for her 

medical mission trip to Haiti (April 2018) by conducting a 

drive to collect OTC medications to stock the free clinic 

in Leogane, Haiti. They went above and beyond for this 

endeavor. The goal was to collect 45lbs of items and the 

students doubled that amount and even collected cash 

donations from the HUSOP student organizations totaling 

over $260. They were a tremendous help and contributed 

to the care of the nearly 1000 patients we treated during 

the week-long mission trip. Character, Community, and 

Culture!  

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/ACoAAB7RpQQBcuxu6JbKTWFbBOJA6HnH23Rs3fw/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Health Fairs 
New Grafton Baptist Church sponsored by HUSOP!  

4th Year Pharmacy students performed 

Comprehensive Medication Reviews for senior 

citizens living at Covenant Place in Smithfield, 

VA on March 7, 2018, using HOMEMED 

software.  

 

 

 
  

Events 
 

Our Class of 2019 students donned their Blue Coats during Rites of Passage 

ceremony to mark the completion of their didactic curriculum.  

 


